ORCHARD WILDLIFE

The Orchard Project helps people plant
and improve community orchards in cities
across the UK. A key part of this work is to
ensure community orchards encourage
wildlife and biodiversity.
Orchards are unique and important
habitats, providing shelter and food for
a wide range of wildlife.
They are often made up of a mosaic of
elements, including fruit trees both young
and old, long grass, scrub, hedgerows,
ponds, and standing or fallen dead wood, all
of which support diverse wildlife.

wildflowers to grow, and warms up the
muscles of flying insects.
Blossom in spring provides nectar for bees,
hoverflies, butterflies and moths, while
wildflowers on the orchard floor supply
them with nectar throughout the summer.
Bats, including Pipistrelle and Greater
Horseshoe, feed on the insects at night,
and roost in the cracks and hollows of old
fruit trees.

You may get bumble bees nesting in clumps
of grass or old vole nests, hedgehogs
sheltering in a hedgerow, or Great Crested
Newts breeding in the pond.
Because the trees in an orchard are
planted further apart than in woodland,
more sunlight gets through, which helps
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Green Woodpeckers, Treecreepers and
Little Owls also make their homes in
hollow trunks, while Mistle Thrushes and
Chaffinches nest in tangled branches.
Redwings and Fieldfares feast on fallen fruit
in the autumn. Foxes enjoy windfall too.
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Mistletoe is a semi-parasitic plant that often
grows on apple trees. The sticky white
berries are enjoyed in winter by the Mistle
Thrush and Blackcap, and by the larva of the
rare Mistletoe Marble moth. Lichens, mosses
and liverworts grow on fruit tree bark.
Fruit trees do not live as long as other
hardwood trees and develop decaying wood
and ‘veteran’ features such as hollow trunks
more quickly. Bracket fungi, such as Shaggy
Polypore and Chicken of the Woods, feed on
this decaying wood, as does the very rare
Orchard Toothcrust, which is only found on
apple trees.
And last but not least, there are over
400 species of specialist wood decay
invertebrates found in orchards, including
the Black Headed Cardinal Beetle, Violet Oil
Beetle, and extremely rare Noble Chafer.
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Here are some of the ways you
can encourage orchard wildlife:
• Leave an area of long grass, cutting it
once a year in autumn
• Create a small pond where insects can
drink and amphibians can breed
• Plant spring bulbs and other nectar-rich
flowers
• Put up bird boxes and bat boxes

• Create a pile of wooden logs in the shade
• Leave dead branches in the trees if they
are not dangerous or diseased
• Build a south-facing ‘bug shelter’ for
invertebrates
• Drill holes in logs for solitary bees to nest

• Plant a hedgerow of native trees and
shrubs, such as hawthorn, blackthorn and
guelder rose
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