
Horsenden Orchard : LOND0094  

Horsenden farmhouse dates perhaps from the 1860s.  In maps of the farm, the 

orchard is indicated as a clearly defined area on the right of the house if you were 

looking out: 

Map left, 1870. Appears to have an orchard and a large kitchen garden with trees.  

Map right, 1910. Orchard appears smaller and less dense, garden slightly larger.  

 

Map 1946. Very similar, but only showing a few trees, although that may be a 

change in mapping conventions. However, it may well be accurate as the farm in 

1948 is described thus: “The driveway up to the house wound between the canal 

meadow and the old orchard, where only a few of the original fruit trees remained, 

looking like bent old witches in the morning mist.” (‘A Farm in Perivale’ by Eva 

Farley) The author notes that “Alas, many of the earlier records were destroyed by 

accident in the nineteenth century”. 



Aerial photo left, 1999. Orchard area seems to have split into a heavily wooded area, 

with an open meadow space in front. The garden directly in front of the house 

appears to be half trees, half lawn. 

 

Aerial photo right, 2010. The old orchard area seems similar to previously, the front 

garden appears to have a range of trees of various sizes. 

Photos from “The Common Ground Book of Orchards”, Caption: “Planting the new 

Community Orchard where the farm orchard once grew by the Friends of Horsenden 

Hill, Perivale, west London, with help from Yvonne Sharp of Oaklands College.” 

I asked the Friends of Horsenden Hill group for any of their recollections.  

Bill Fitzmaurice: My recollection is that the orchard was planted around 2000 in 
what was thought to be the location of the old farm orchard. I believe more recent 
evidence now suggests a different location for the original orchard. In establishing 
the on-site polytunnel, some of the trees had to be removed, I think some were 
planted elsewhere on site. 

Martin Smith: I was a Ranger when the orchard was planted up. Not sure about the 
original location but there are two old pear trees so that is where we planted. Prep 
work was interesting: we covered the whole area with cardboard (given by Tesco) 
and then covered that with a large amount of horse manure picked up from Ealing 
Riding stables. The trees were chosen for variety and included plum, cherry pear 



and apple, both dessert and eating varieties. If memory serves me we planted 
around 60 or so trees with support from the original FOHH members, local people 
and an orchard regeneration group who gave invaluable help re: care of the trees 
and planting techniques etc. As Bill comments, many of the trees were removed to 
make way for the polytunnel but my favourite Michaelmas Red still survives- a 
glorious deep red eating apple sweet and juicy. 

Simon Roberts: I have to say that I was up there regularly before the polytunnel 
was put up and there were not too many trees removed when it was installed. There 
were a number of trees that were bought up from the Ealing hospital site; at least 6 
of them were well established mature trees. 

View of the front of the house, 2014, before the polytunnel and raised beds. 

 

In 2014, the land at Horsenden Farm was leased by Ealing Council to a local social 

enterprise, Accession. The primary purpose of the site was to provide a therapeutic 

and educational place to support those with mental health difficulties or learning 

disabilities. They planned to run a horticultural centre where people could buy a 

range of flowers, plants, fruit and vegetables. The foodstuffs grown were to help 

supply the café (currently closed) and any money from sales to be ploughed back in 

to Accession’s services. Sadly, having put a lot of work into re-landscaping and re- 

purposing the grounds, Accession went into administration.  



Accession left the farm in January 2016. The current Friends of Horsenden Hill 

stepped in around June 2016. 

On 10th October 2016, The Orchard Project visited the fruit trees at Horsenden and 

subsequently spoke with Jonathan Staples, Ranger of Horsenden Hill. 

From The Orchard Project proposal: “The orchard consists of about 40 trees: 24 

younger apples and 3 younger plums, 12 espalier apples and pears, and 1 veteran 

apple and 1 veteran pear. Most varieties are unknown. The date of planting is not 

known but the trees are estimated to be from 10 to 70 years old. Some are veteran 

trees; all are in need of pruning to keep them alive and to respond to health and 

spacing issues.” 

The surveyor also told Jon “the old orchard was likely where the maps suggest. He 

had not seen any maps. He based it on the predominance of cherry plum, apparently 

a common root stock variety for Victorian orchards.” 



Jon’s next project for the new orchard is to move the most recently planted M25s 

(2017) as they have been planted too close together. “I will spread them out along 

the hedge line so they form a kind of fruit tree avenue, but will still retain the meadow 

which has now become an important habitat resource. For info, the orchard area, 

pond, meadow and secondary woodland contain slow worms and great crested 

newts (protected species).”  He is also in the final stages of registering the whole of 

Horsenden Hill (300 acres), as a local nature reserve under Natural England's 

guidance. This will include the farm and orchard. 

The farm recently received funding from the local Tesco as part of their “Bags For 

Help” campaign and has been nominated for Aviva Community Funding. 

The orchard enjoys a strong local social scene involving local groups as diverse as 

the Litten Nature Reserve ‘Blue Fox’ children’s school to the Ealing Nepalese 

Society, with direction from the Friends of Horsenden Hill. There are also corporate 

volunteers and monthly volunteer/ open days to encourage visitors. I was recently 

involved with an apple day where the farm formed an apple collection hub for TOP, 

with mixed results. Good cider and company, food and two Morris sides, but with a 

small turnout and no information or feedback about the delivered crop. 

 From the Ranger: “My feedback on managing an orchard with volunteers and 

minimal resources is its great fun but hard to get a reliable harvest! Even though 

everyone has been so helpful and we all worked so tirelessly, it’s very hard to ensure 

there's standard level of work and produce, from growing, picking, storage, good 

weather, good pruning, quantity and of course a timely delivery location! That week’s 

delay due to broken toes was nearly disastrous. And, as we discovered, ultimately 

processing the fruit on site is better. This season we also had a stunning plum crop 

but had no resources to use them. So lots to learn but actually great fun and very 

rewarding to be part of.” 

 

By John Dyson, CICO student with support from Jon Staples, Ealing Ranger 


