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2017 Community Tree Award Winner: 

Dick Turpin Orchard & The Orchard Project 
 

 
On the 11th July 2017, London City Hall hosted the awards to celebrate the work of individuals, communities and 
professionals to protect, improve and expand the capital’s tree and woodland cover.  
 

Photos from the 2017 awards 
evening are available on the FC 
Flickr page. 
 
Dick Turpin Orchard & The Orchard Project 
receiving their Community Tree Award at 
City Hall 
 
From left to right: Sir Harry Studholme 
(Chair of the Forestry Commission) Robert 
Cosgrove (Bartlett Tree Experts), Shirley 
Rodrigues (Deputy Mayor), Chris 
Gannaway, Lorna Batey, Robert Batey, 
Suzanne Batey (Dick Turpin Orchard) 
Stephanie Irvine (The Orchard Project) 

 
 
The Community Tree Award is given for a for a tree project that has been inspired, driven, and delivered by local 
community groups. The Award is sponsored by Bartlett Tree Experts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Jenny Chalmers said "It has been wonderful to 
watch the Dick Turpin orchard coming back to 
life and to learn from the dedicated experts of 
the Orchard Project about how to maintain it. I 
have enjoyed working alongside other members 
of the local community who have brought their 
own skills, enthusiasm and memories of the 
area to the project.” 

 

http://www.forestry.gov.uk/london-awards
http://www.flickr.com/photos/gbforestrycommission/albums/72157686427035355
http://www.flickr.com/photos/gbforestrycommission/albums/72157686427035355
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/london-awards
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Dick Turpin Orchard 
Background to the project 
Locals have known about the one hundred year old Dick Turpin orchard in Aldborough Hatch for years, 84 year-old 
Ron Jeffries remembers scrumping apples there as a boy. They could see it was in danger of dying of neglect and 
wanted to restore it but did not have the landowner‘s permission or the expertise. In 2016 they invited The Orchard 
Project on board. 
The residents wrote to their MP who persuaded the leaseholder, a pub and restaurant chain, to give permission to 
restore the orchard. Ron rounded up a group of local residents, including the pub landlord, the vicar, a ward 
councillor, a wildlife expert, the girl guides leader and a retired schoolteacher to plan the project. Since then, 
volunteers have been working hard to save the existing trees and plant new ones. 
 

 

Dick Turpin Orchard before 
work started - neglected, 
overgrown and full of litter 

 

 

Project activities 
Volunteers began by clearing litter from the orchard, lopping brambles, halo pruning and removing ivy shading the 
fruit trees. The council collected the mountains of litter and green waste. The volunteers collected specimens from 
each of the trees, which were taken to the RHS for identification. 
 

 
 
Site clearance of litter and bramble 

 

  
Local residents turned out in January to attend a workshop, organised by The Orchard Project, on how to prune the 
old trees. 
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www.forestry.gov.uk/london-awards #TreeOscars  
   

 

 
Fruit tree pruning 
classes at Dick Turpin 
Orchard.  
 
Free woodchip was 
delivered, and the 
First Aldborough 
Hatch girl guides 
mulched the old fruit 
trees using 
wheelbarrows 
borrowed from the 
farm next door. 
 
Wooden props were 
made and used to 
support the veteran 
trees' more fragile 
branches.  
 

  

 

Mulching and propping of the veteran trees 

  
 
In March 2017 residents, including local councillors, planted some new apple trees of old English heritage varieties. 
This summer we will be holding a community picnic and bioblitz. Volunteers have attended training organised by The 
Orchard Project on how to graft new trees and also day courses on managing the orchard for future generations. 
 

  

 
 
New  fruit tree planting 
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Eighty Year 3 children from the local 
primary school William Torbitt spent a day 
in the orchard making bark and leaf 
rubbings, foraging and apple bobbing 
 

 

   

Project Outcomes 
Individuals in the community, of all ages and from all walks of life, have met and worked together to hopefully 
ensure that the orchard will flourish, develop and be enjoyed and maintained by future generations. An example of 
this was when the fruits of their labour last year, were used by members of the local church to make apple products 
for the Christmas Bazaar.  

 

 
 
 
Dick Turpin 
Orchard – 
restored and 
blossoming 

 
 

Further information 
For further information on the project please contact Jenny Chalmers at jay9space@yahoo.co.uk  07742605224 or 
Stephanie Irvine of The Orchard Project at stephanie@theorchardproject.org.uk  07753237267. For photographs 
contact Ron Jeffries at ronjeffries@live.co.uk  
Further details about the awards and the other winners in 2017 and previous years can be found at 
www.forestry.gov.uk/london-awards  

2017 Awards Sponsors 
 

 
 

 
The Awards were kindly 
sponsored by the following 
organisations:  

Coombe 
Forestry 
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