THE OR(HARD SECTION 1: General orchard observations
@ POPROJECT

ORCHARD SURVEY

For the purposes of this survey, non-veteran trees mean ones that are juvenile or in their first few years of
cropping. Mature or veteran trees are ones that are in their peak of productivity (mature) or starting to show
signs of senescence (veteran features).

@ Questions next to plum icons are intended to help you think about what to include in your
seasonal care plan or individual tree care plans.

Name of surveyor

Site name

Address
What3Words or grid reference

Date of survey

1. Where is orchard located?

Public park Hospital grounds
Woodland Private land
Community garden / School grounds
Allotment

Other (please specify)

2. Site impression & orchard history - optional — 200 words max

@ If there are any problems, perhaps your management plan might help tackle them?
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3. Current usage and community engagement (optional)

How is the site currently used?
(e.g. education, walking, anti-
social behaviour, sport)

Is there any kind of community
engagement? (e.qg. training,
community events)

Any other information about the
site? (e.g. soil issues,
stakeholders, planning issues,
vehicle access, water access, tool
storage)

Do you have access to known
specialists? (e.g. pruning,

biodiversity monitoring, tree
aftercare, fruit identification)

4. Habitats — are these present and what is their condition

Fruit & nut trees - non-
veteran

Amenity grassland kept
short by regular mowing
e.g. park.

Fruit & nut trees —
mature/veteran (note if
they're still productive)

Former amenity
grassland allowed to
grow long, rank grass

Non-cropping trees -
non-veteran

Unimproved or semi-
improved grassland e.g.
wildflower meadow

Non-cropping trees —
mature/veteran

Herbaceous perennials
e.g. nettles, thistles,
ragwort, hogweed,
bracken

Shrubs and hedgerows

Ponds and bogs

Woody perennials —
scrubby plants e.g.
bramble, blackthorn,
hawthorn, young trees

Patches of bare soil
(good for mining bees).

Other (please specify)

Log piles, bug hotels, bat
boxes, bird boxes etc

® How can you increase community engagement & habitat range in your management plan?
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5. Orchard condition

Harvesting hampered by understorey,
e.g. brambles or scrub

Fruit trees shaded / overtopped, by
other trees [ bramble, scrub or
permanent structures?

Is there conflict between trees and is
the canopy becoming closed in areas?

General tree shape issues —are one or
more leaning over? Same direction?

Footpath issues? Too near to trees,
causing compaction, erosion.

Root zone issues? E.g. hard standing
areas, infrastructure (e.g. benches),
high footfall

Evidence of previous pruning cuts? If
so, how many years ago?

Congested branches in fruit and nut
trees?

Ivy? Is it in the aerial parts of trees? Is it
more than 50% of the canopy?

Thick sub-lateral branches growing
vertically (“trees on top of trees”)?

Structural issues? e.qg. risk of splitting /
falling apart?

Fruit trees too tall to harvest?

Evidence of herbicide use at tree base
e.g. yellow/brown crispy grass? Any
other chemicals in use?

Damage by humans and other animals?
e.g. livestock, deer, voles, dogs
strimmers, mowers, vandalism
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Grazed? If so, by what?

Evidence of mulching?

Evidence of flooding or waterlogging?
e.g. sedge / meadowsweet

Evidence of soil compaction? e.g. dock,
thistles, dusty old paths

@ How will these observations affect your management of the orchard / individual trees?

6. Other species (observed or known)

Fungi Birds

Lichen Butterflies &
Moths

Bryophytes Bees & wasps

Flora Other
Invertebrates

Mistletoe Reptiles or
Mammals

# Will your management plan encourage more of any of these?
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7. Map — use letters to represent fruiting trees and add key
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8. The orchard trees

Total number Area (m?) or length and
width
Species No. Age, if | Girthat | Varieties (if known)

known | %-5m

Apple
Malus domestica

Pear
Pyrus communis

Plum (damson, gage)
Prunus domestica

Cherry
Prunus avium

Cherry Plum
Prunus cerasifera

Cobnut
Corylus avellana

Walnut
Juglans regia

Quince
Cydonia oblonga

Black Mulberry
Morus nigra

Medlar
Mespilus germanica

Other fruit & nut trees

*Age: <10; 10-20; 20-50; 50-80, >80

Can you prioritise biodiversity over productivity?
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SECTION 3 Inindividual tree evaluation - veteran trees only — duplicate if needed

9. Veteran trees would have at least two of these veteran features

Location on map
& brief description

Deadwood on
ground*

Deadwood in
canopy¥*

Standing dead
tree*

Trunk or branch Dry deadwood in Bracket fungi
cavities cavities (which species?)
Beetle holes Beetle galleries Beetle frass in
(diameter?) under bark cavities
Epiphytic plants Water pools Major physical

damage e.g. large
limb lost, split trunk

Features associated with veteran trees but not definitive of veteran trees.

Patches of Sap runs Girth large for the

missing bark species

Retrenchment Cultural or Prominent in the
historical value landscape

High aesthetic Phoenix tree Other

interest

Sketch or photo of tree
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Make at least one observation about the area around the tree.

Make at least two observations about the tree’s structural integrity.

Make at least two observations about the tree’s vigour.

MANAGEMENT PLAN
YEAR 1

YEAR 2

YEAR 3

YEAR 4 and beyond (e.g. new planting or site management interventions)
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